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* the Free and Independent 5 
Electors, of the City, and 
e of Cork. TO 


Gentlemen, | 


n whatis Sen in 
the following pages, be a ſubject, that 
concerns the public in general, and 
worthy the attention of every indivi- 
dual in the country, yet I would with . 
to addreſs myſelf to you in particu- 
lar, and ſubmit to your conſideration 
and good ſenſe, the juſtneſs of my 
"reflections, the neceſſity of reform- 
ing the abuſes, I point out, and the Þ 
great and: general advantage, that 
muſt reſult from adopting ſome plans 
want 1 8 


. r 
Vour independance, and influence | 
are ſuch, that, whatever you recom- 
mend to your repreſentatives, muſt be 
attended to, and they again are ſo nu- 
merous and reſpectable, that any thing 
of public utility, and general good, 
they would purpoſe to carry in par- 
liament, 1s likely to 'paſs without op- 
e ee From thoſe conſiderations, 
the public expect, what is ever ex- 
pected from free, and independent 
electors, and virtuous, and patriotic 

repreſentatives. ] ſhall dwell no lon- 
ger on this ſubjet, but leave it to 
your e and zeal for the public 

Lia 


1 am, | Gentlemen, i 
Vour moſt obedient, 
TY 15 and moſt humble ſervant, 


A CITIZEN. 


—— — 


PRELIMINARY 


| Obſervations, Ke. | 


— 


H E ſoundneſs 9515 our lei d 
| * the ſacred Liberty of the Subject; has: 


been long the boaſt of Iriſhmen, and the ad- = |! 
miration of the whole World. Our forefa- _ {1} 
thers galled by tyrants, and oppreſſed. by their "| 
iniquitous- meaſures ; aſſerted their Natural! 


Righis, and bequeathed. to their poſterity a 
code of laws, and a form and ſyſtem of govern- 
ment, which cannot be paralleled either by 


antients or moderns. N 1 iff 
Our icadeceſiDes;: as 15 ee 6 | | 
erg and rigour of tyranny ; knew much If 
better, than we do, the value of Liberty, it 
and the bleſſings of a FREE Cons ITU if 


As they were ſenſible of this, ſo they made the 
greateſt ſacrafices to obtain their ends. They | 
ſhed their BI oo on the ſacred Alters of Lis zr- | 
TY; and by a glorious conflict, emancipated | i 
themſelves and their country, from oppreſſion | | 
| 


* — —— — — 
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and Slavery: — Thoſe are the men, who will 
live, as long as Gratitude will warm the hearts 


* 


— — 
— — — aaa — — 
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of Iriſhmen, thoſe are the men, whoſe memo- 
ry will be ſacred, as long as we continue to 


applaud and admire thoſe, who fell in detend- 


ing Liberty, and the rights of mankind. 


Our neighbours, like priſoners 83 = 
chains, looking thro' the windows of their diſ- 
mal manſions, envy every one they ſee paſs 


by, enjoying that liberty, they are deprived 


of; have long ſince been admiring our free- 
dom, and envying us our happineſs :—What 
a pleaſing picture ! What a noble and finiſhed 


model for Frenchmen to build by, and raiſe 
their fabric, as our anceſtors have Gs on 


the ruins of deſpotiſm, and regal tyranny. - 


May Heaven proſf per he cauſe of key | 


May all thoſe, who are in the trammels of Sla- 


very and Oppreſſion, be inſpired to aſſert their 


civil and religious Freedom, and cruſh. thoſe 


powers, that conſpire againſt their happi- 
neſs and Independance.—How pleaſing to the 
philoſopher, and friend to mankind, to ſee a 
ſtatue raiſed to liberty on the ruins of the 
Bas TriLLE !—How flattering to a man of true 
evangelic ſpirit, to ſee the inquiſition demo- 
liſhed, and liberty of conſcience eſtabliſhed in 
its place: Thoſe are the revolutions, that will 


bring back the "Ay age, and make 2 
ve 


live happy in the perfect ſecurity of their pro- 


perty, and the peaceable enjoyment of n 


civil, and religious liberties. 


But, of all the parts of our 1 Confti- 


tution, none appears to me ſo great and uſe- 


ful, as that, which repreſents | the people.—Here | 


the wiſdom, and prudence of our anceſtors 


manifeſted themſelves in an eminent degree. 


They were well acquainted with the ambition 


of Kings, and they were no leſs aware of the 


pride, and pretentions of the Nobles. 


As Kings are ever deſirous to rule, all with- 


out exception, Nobles as well as people, by 


their own incontrolable will; uch, and ſo 
univerſal is the Luft of Power ; and, as the No- 


bles again are ever fond of exerciſing their 


authority over thoſe, who rowl in inferiour 
ſpheres; nothing could human wiſdom deviſe 


more neceſſary for the freedom and ſecurity 


of the people, than to chuſe fromamong them, 


a body of men, to oppoſe the unreaſonable: 
pretentions, and ambitious views of both King 
and Nobles. Thoſe men, acquainted with the 

people, and being themſelves linked with 


them in every tie of intereſt and kindred, 
were ſuppoſed to watch over their mutual in- 


tereſt, and FAY any encroachment being 
* 


made on their liberties and fortunes —This 


Congreſs of the people, which we call the 
Commons, has been always juſtly conſidered 
the PaLLapiumM of our LigeRTIEs, and the 


SHIELD of our lives and propexties. 


Whilſt the Repreſentatives of the people 
mupport and maintain inviolate, the high truſt 


and confidence that is placed i in them; ſo long, 


will this Country bid defiance to her enemies, 
and ſurmount every difficulty, whether inter- 
nal or external. 


Whilſt the Hou of Enn ft walk in the 
paths of virtue and patriotiſm, ſo long will 
we be free, and able to keep thoſe at bay, 


who are on the watch to corrupt, and enſla ve 


4 — 
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But, if once 3 delert the act ” f Liberty, 
a ſell themſelves, and their country to men, 


Who have always a price ready; then indeed, 


may we deſpair of enjoying thoſe bleſſings 
and adyantages, which have been purchaſcd 
for us with blood; and which our virtuous, 
and patriotic Repreſchtatives have' been evel 
OT to encreaſe until the prelent- 


We know that there "IA been Tins one | 
ver; and Dog there are ſtill, who contrary W 
1 


4 9 . a Sw 

\ _ Jo 
the moſt ſolemn bn and in violates of RE 
the moſt ſacred ties of virtue, and what they ; V8 
owe to their country, barter her intereſt | " 
and their own honour, for places, penſions, il 
and empty Titles. - We know that there are \ mh 
ſome in the ſenate, who, no ſooner take leave 
of their Conftituents, than they enter into facti- 
ons, and combine againſt the intereſt and wel- 
fare of the common wealth; and maintain, 


with all their. power private e and mi- 
5 en influence. 


But, if there be men, baſe enough to betray 
their truſt, and ſorfeit every pretention to pa- 
triotiſm, virtue, and the confidence of the 
Public; yet there are others, and not few, who. 
ſtand firm and unſhaken in their Countries 
cauſe, and ſupport her intereſt in public, and 
private. We have among us, and in our ſenate, 
men, to whom nothing is ſo dear, as their 
Country: Men, who are ever ready, like Caro, 
to live and die, with the liberty of the ſtate. 

—Among thoſe, and in our own days, are the 
GRAT TANs, the O'Nz1us, the KIx OS EOROUOUS, 
the LoxCrIELps, the een the WARRENS, 

the Br RNA RDS, the CuxRENSs, the Been | 
the ConnoLLYs, theNrwenHams, the Fore vs 5 


the Cunnincaans, and many others, who will 
olive in the annals of their country, and be models 
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of virtue, integrity and patriotiſm to poſterity ; 


as they are the ornament, and admiration of 


the preſent generation, and the country they 
live in. 1 85 


Having ſeven years trial of our Repreſen- 
tatives, we muſt be able to know the friends 
of the Conſtitution, and thoſe, who gave their 
warmeſt ſupport to every patriotic act, and 
popular meaſure, that has been propoſed or 
agitated in the ſenate, during this parliament. 


We cannot forget . thoſe, who were foremoſt 


on the important buſineſs of the Iriſh Propeſi- 


lions; and never loſt ſight of the Commercial 
intereſt of Ireland; thoſe were the true friends 
to their country, who baffled every attempt 
of the Miniſter, however hidden and inſidious. 


Iriſhmen will always remember thoſe, who 
on the Regency Bill, ſupported, (as Iriſhmen 


ate ever wont to do) the rights of the Crown, 
and the dignity of the PRINCE. On this occa- 


ſion they ſhewed, as much as any people 
ever did, their ſpirit and independance; 
they gained a complete victory over mini- 


ſters, and their adherents, and gloriouſſy 


triumphed over the enemies of their Prince, 
and country This victory has been the more 


ſignal, and honorable ; as thoſe who obtained 


5 enl it, 


it, in a ſhort time after, voluntarily reſigned, 

or were deprived of the places that they 
filled, with much honor to themſelves, and 
advantage to their country: Such is the rage of 
Party, and ſo great is the Malice and F JAN ON of 
men in. Tower? | 


As the commercial intereſt of the City, and 
County of Cork, may be conſidered the firſt, 
and moſt extenfive in the Kingdom; ſo ſhould 
the Electors be the more active, and attentive 
to their own proſperity and intereſt. They 
ſhould arm themſelves with fortitude and re- 
ſolution, and meet every Candidate for the 
high office of repreſenting them in parliament, 
with bold aſſurance, and manly independance. 
They may reſt aſſured, that, it is not every 
one, who will tell them, that he will faith- 
fully follow their inſtructions, and, as an 
independent member, promote and fupport 
every meaſure, that may tend to advance 
the trade, and proſperity of this City and 
County, will perform his promife : Thoſe 
are political promiſes, Which, like cuſtom 
Houſe oaths, many do not think themſelves 
bound to comply with.—If thoſe who repre- 
ſented us in parliament, have given unequivot 
cal proofs of their patriotiſm, and attachmen- 
to the intereſt of their conſtituents, why _ 

| ot _ |  houid. 
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ſhould we think of 1 them ? we have 


every reaſon, from their paſt conduct, to ex- 


Pe, that in the inſuing parliament, they will | 


not deviate from the paths of honor and pa- 


triotic virtue, in which they have diſtinguiſh- 
ed themſelves from the beginning. 


We are ſenſible of the advantage of "i | 


| repreſented i in parliament by men of indepen- 
dent fortunes, and ſhining abilities, —by the 


former, they can ſupport their dignity, and 
acquire friends to back and promote their own 
intereſt, and that of their conſtituents, by the 
latter, they will have a decided advantage 
over men of no elocution, or political infor- 
mation; they will be able to explain, and 


urge their countries cauſe; in a word, they 


will have thoſe advantages, and ſuperiority 


that Orators, and men of genius ever had, 


and ever will have in public and national af 
ſemblies. Now, as we are aware of the ad- 
vantage of having men of the above deſcrip- 


tion in the ſenate; ſo ſhould we be careful, 
and attentive. to find them out, and ſolicit 


them to take this important and honorable 
truſt upon them. And without vanity may I 
ſay, that, however moderate the fortunes of 


dur countrymen may be in general; yet we 
always had, and OO. at the preſent, many 


of 


3 


ä 


of ſound underſtanding and brilliant parts, 


who may ſtand in competition for oratory and 
patriotiſm, with either GREEK ES, or RoMANS, 


Having ſaid ſo much on the excelleney of 


our conſtitution, what we owe, to our forefa- 
thers, and the integrity, virtue, and loyalty 
of thoſe, who have repreſented us in parlia- 
ment; it may not be foreign to our purpoſe 


to ſay ſome thing on the abuſes, which call 


aloud for correction ; and turn the attention 
of the public to matters that eſſentially con- 


cern them. This will be the more apropos, 


as we are now on the eve of returning mem- 


bers to parliament, who ſhould be charged 


with the inſtructions of their conſtituents, arid, 
as their duty is to do every thing in parlia- 


ment, that contributes to the proſperity, and 
ſucceſs of their country ; ſo they ſhould be 


well e with the will of the e 


In a country, where the people are com- 


mercial, where there are different modes of 


religion, and conſequently, different and op- 


poſed intereſts ; there will be always abuſes 


growing, and of courſe, new laws wanting to 


ſuppreſs them, and avert the calamities of the 
community, as much as the nature of things 
Will admit of. | 


[ 
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Our commerce then, and manufactures be- 
ing the baſis of all our wealth, and the vigour 
and ſupport of our conſtitution, and govern- 


ment; we muſt naturally expect, that the le- 


giſlature will turn all their care, and attenti- 
on, to the encouragement, and extention of 


both one, and the other. The little demand 


for moſt of our ſtaple commodities, | thoſe 
three, or four years paſt, muſt hurt the inte- 
reſt of every one in the kingdom :—The | 
wretched ſtate of the weavers, and other 
tradeſmen in the ſouth of Ireland, is really 


_ diſtreſſing and alarming. The importation and 


general conſumption. of the wollens, both 


made up, and otherwiſe, of England, has gi- 
ven a fatal ſtab to the induſtry, and manufaec- 


tures of our own country; and as the people 
of Ireland are blind to their own intereſt, and 


impolitic enough, to give the preference to 
foreign manufactures; the legiſlative power 


ſhould take this matter into their immediate 


_ conſideration, and procure employment for 


thouſands, who are abſolutely ſtarving ; this 
timely, and patriotic exertion will be produc- 


' tive of more benefits and advantages, than 


moſt men are aware of ; for, it will prevent 


| ſeveral able artizans, and uſeful members of 
ſociety, from deſerting their native country, 
WE — 85 as they daily do, to France, 


Spain, 


r 


Spain, and America, to avoid all the m ies | 


of poverty and idlenefs at-home. 


The ate riots, and inſurrections ; of the 


White-boys in many parts of this kingdom; 


but chiefly in the county of Cork, have alarm- 


ed, and diſtreſſed the peaceable part of the 
community, and injured many individuals in 
their lives and properties. Parliament ſhould 
conſider this, and prevent any future diftur- 


bances among us in ſome other manner, be- 


ſides aggrivating the diſtreſſes, and wretched- 


neſs of the people, by loading them with an 
armed police, and leavying a tax for their 


ſupport, which is grievous, and burthenſome 
in the extreme. 


Never ſure, was there any nde more 


® 


odious, or more un-neceſſary, than the eſta- 


bliſhment of ſuch a Corps, in a country, which 


ſupports, from ſixteen to twenty thouſand 
regular troops, for her ſecurity and de- 


fenee.— Thoſe ſurely, will be ſufficient to keep 


the peace, and maintain good order among 


us: they will be able, if active, and properly 


conducted, to quell and ſuppreſs any diſtur- 
bances or inſurrections that may be fomented, 
by a poor, and unarmed peaſantry. Thoſe 


reflections, we _ will firike our parlia- 
| f ment, 


— 


— ä—4üäü— 
— - 


( 16 ) 


ment, and induce them to take up this matter, 
and view it with a ſerious and impartial eye. 


When any country is deeply indebted, pru- 


dence and common ſenſe dictate to every one, 


that, what remains of her revenues, after de- 
fraying the neceſſary expences of the ſtate, 
ought to be directed to liquidate her debts.— 


The conſequence of ſuch Proceedings is as 


obvious, as it is ſalutary; for, in a ſhort time, 
the taxes may be reduced, ind the induſtrious 
enabled to live with more eaſe and comfort ; 
which ſhould be the great object, and care bf 
all governments.—Beſides, the overplus of a 


moderate and equitable revenue may be laid 


up in the treaſury, to meet the future exegen- 


cies of the ſtate: but, it ill becomes a poor 
nation, groaning under the weight of an enor- 


mous debt, to undertake public works'of ſuch 
magnitude; as would require the riches and 
reſources of England, to carry them into exe- 
cution ; ſuch is the Cuſtom-Houſe in Dublin, 


| and ſuch are many others ſtupendous works 


in different parts of the kingdom. We ſhould 
be content with what is uſeful and conveni- 
ent, until we had a ſuper-abundance of riches 


in our country, and then indeed; we may, 


with ſome degree of propriety, begin to rival 
the pyramids of Egypt, and immitate the 
| nn, by taking 1 in arms of the OR. + 


4 1 am 


1 5 "% 
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lam clear, that public, and magnificent works 
give an air of conſequence and grandure to a 
country, and are ſo many monuments of the 
taſte, and ſpirit of the people. I am clear alfo, 
what poſterity will ſay, on ſeeing thoſe palaces 
and huge piles; they will naturally conclude, 
that, in the days thoſe Princely fabricks were 
erected, the country was in a flouriſhing and 
opulent ſtate; that, her commerce was exten- 
five, and her reſources great now far this is 
the caſe at Prevent, I 5 the PERL to judge. 


ee Laſk, would it not 1 more to the ho- 
nor, credit and advantage of our country, to 
have public ſchools eſtabliſned all over the 
kingdom, for the inſtruction of both ſexes, and 
lea vy à general tax for the payment of inaflets, 
who would initiate youth in the principles of 
-uſefal | arts and ſciences. By thoſe means, 
3 learning would become general, gnd the lower 
laſs'of people, Who are ever the dupes of eun- 
ning, and hypocritical men, would” foon dil- 
tinguiſh truth from error, reaſon for them- 
ſelves, and ſee with their own eyes—In pro- 
portion as: their minds would be enlightened, 
their prejudices and ſuperſtition would diſap- 
Pear, they would naturally embrace a religion, 
free from errors, and calculated to make men 
7eſigious, not ſuperſtitious, fincere, not 1 50 
15 C at pet orites 


- 
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crites, enlightened, not i gnorant, and tolle- 
rant, not perſecutive ; in fine, the execution of 


ſuch a plan, I am perſuaded, would be pro- 
ductive of the moſt ſalutary advantages to the 
people of this kingdom, and effect, what men, 
the moſt ſanguine, and zealous for religion, 
and the proſperity of their country, ha ve not | 


yet been able to accompliſh. 


Such general inſtruction, as it, cab open the 


eyes of the people, ſo of courſe, it muſt lead 


them to ways, and means of living, to which 


the ignorant and illiterate ww be ever ſtran- 
S 1 272 


What a . proſpeR to FR our 1 


emerge once more out of ignorance, and ſu- 
perſtition! How flattering to the philoſopher 


and friend to truth, to ſee men able to judge, 


think, and act for themſelves —W hat bleſſings 
and advantages would there not reſult to ſo- 
: ciety, were the female ſex in general to re- 
ceive a polite and liberal education What a 


ſad reflection, that, if we except the cities in 


this kingdom, we can hardly find a ſchool, 


where girls can expect to receive any other 
education, but that of reading, and writing; 


and thoſe ſchools even, are ſo few, and their 
5 Prices fo exorbitant, that many of the lower 


claſs 


25 4 5 


claſs of e cannot pretend t to | frequent 
then. Te St | | | 


4 ſhall no © love cxpatiate on the ditad aI 
tages that the inhabitants of this country, la- 
bour under, for want of a proper, and libe- 
ral ſyſtem of education; nor ſhall I dwell on 
the benefits and ineſtimable bleſſings, that muſt 
reſult from the adoption of ſuch a plan as I 
pr opoſe : I am ſatisſied every enlightened and 

iberal thinking man will coincide with me in 
opinion, and give his moſt hearty concur- 


rence and 2 for its being put into 
execution. 


When once the nw of the church in any . 
country is neglected, and her privileges per- 
mitted to be infringed upon, we know from 
the experience of ages, that the ſtate is in dan- 
ger, and that thoſe, who ſubverted. the church, 
will alſo ſap and overturn the conſtitution, 
and faſhion both according to their own prin- 
_ ciples—this is the reaſon, that we, Who ate 

bleſſed with a free conſtitution, and profeſſing 
a religion, pure as it is in the ſcriptures, free 
from abſurdities, and ridiculous practices, 
ſhould never loſe ſight of the honor, dig- 
nity, and independance of our church. We 


z ſhould ever recolled, what it coſt our forefa- 
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thers to leave us the moſt precious of all giſts, 
a pure and ſound religion; nor ſhould we for- 


get what we owe to our poſterity. 


I have been led to make thoſe reflections, 


from the great and rapid progreſs that modern 
ſects are making in the three kingdoms. It is 


diſtreffing to a man, who wiſhes well to the 
church and ſtate, to ſee in ſeveral parts of Eng- 
land ,* conventicles crowded with people, and. 
the eſtabliſhed church almoſt deſerted. —To 


_ fee a Corres, Tinker, or a SOLDIER, hold 
forth from a pulpit, and entertain hundreds 


with rhapſodical nonſenſe, cant and grimace, 
muſt excite both the pity and indignation of 


every honeſt and good man. 


When the doctrines of raſtifiearion; grace 
and predeſtination are ſo handled as to drive 
people to deſpair, madneſs and ſelſ·deſtruc- 
tion, one ſhould think it high time for the le- 
gillature to interfere, and put a ſtop to thoſe 
moriftrous abuſes this is only conſidering the 


the ſubject in the Spiritual ſenſe. But, in 


Whatever point of view we place thoſe ſects, 
we ſhall find them detrimental to ſociety, and 
dangerous both to church and ſtatè: detri- 
mental to ſociety; becauſe they form diſtinct 


& bodies, attach themſelyes one to another, which 
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1s Ser e ſyſtem of thats, and loſe elt | 
of the general intereſt. Among men of ſenſe, 1 
and in company with people of ſound and ſet- — 
tled principles, they become tirefome and in- 
ſupportable with their cant, and prevent 
their acquaintances from enjoying the ratio- 
nal, and agreeable amuſements of life, with 
that degree of ſatisfaction, which TM one 


would naturally with to do. 


Such are the affects of enthmſiafin ad di [/ 
gotry. But this is not all; Chapels and Taber- = 
nacles muſt be built, preachers muſt be fup- | if 
ported, Miffioners ſen, and, in imitation of 1 
the firſt chriſtians, it is zealouſly recommend N 
ed, that donations be left in the hands of the 
Apoſtolic. men, for Pious purpoſes, and to af- 
A churehes. Here are à train of ex- 
ces, which the' people bring on themſelves; | 
e are Spiritual taxes that they pay, and Here 
is the ſubſtance of families ſquandered and 
given away, without any ſufficient reaſon or | 
motive. | 


Of Heavl;/ How Ht WI ed de ths 
dupes of thofe, who would feign perſuade them 
they have nothing more warmly at heart, than ki 
their ſpiritual welfare? how long will the ig- = | 
norant and credulous be kd aſtray by falſe aß - 
pearances ?. 
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pearances ? J or when will the time come, TER 


mankind in general will have more taſte for 


ſimplicity and truth, than for mummery and 
falſe doctrines. 


Religion, however beautiful and pleaſing 
to the mind in her original purity, and native 
ſimplicity, when ſhe takes the maſk of hypo- 
criſy and ſullen fanaticiſm, becomes a mon- 
ſer, and changes in ſome manner the nature 
and diſpoſition of men. | | 


3 4; 


But, however pernicious new religions may 
be to ſociety, and however ſubverſive of peace 
and tranquility in a ſtate; they are no leſs ini- 
mical to the intereſt of the church, and dan- 
gerous to the conſtitution; for, in proportion 
as the eſtablithed church of any country loſes 


her members, in the very ſame proportion 


does ſhe loſe her conſequence, credit and in- 
fluence. Thoſe, who before were an honor 
and ſupport to her, are now become her pro- 
feſſed enemies her miniſters loſe their influ- 
ence and authority, and are paſſed by, ne- 
glected, and unnoticed. The temples, ſhut up 


and unfrequented, are ſo many empty monu- 
ments of religion, which remind us of the in- 
conſtancy of mankind, and the inſtability of hu- 


man affairs. Thoſe, who attach themſelves to 
r 3; | 5 | . | the 


the new nos of eigen begin already to com- 
plain of the hardſhips of ſupporting what they 
call their own clergy, and the miniſters of the 
eſtabliſhed church. They look upon it as an 
unreaſonable and unjuſt meaſure to be com- 
pelled to maintain thoſe, from whom they 
derive no benefit—ſuch reflections are pro- 
ductive of diſcontents and commotions, to 
which we are no ſtrangers in this country. 

From this, people are naturally led to com- 
plain of the ſeverity of the laws, and the par- 
tiality of the legiſlature—they expect, that old 
laws, made for the ſecurity of the church and 
ſtate, will be abrogated, and new ones enacted 
to indulge their caprice, and favour their in- 
novations in religion. As they grow power- 
ful, and recruit forces, they form committees, 
draw up remonſtrances, preſent petitions to 
King and parliament, and alternately pray, 
ſupplicate, threaten, and menace ; of this we 
have recent inſtances in England. To obviate 
then all thoſe dangers, and prevent, as much 
as we are able, the manifold bad conſequences, 

that muſt happen to the community, church 
and ſtate, from the groath and increaſe of 
ſets, and religions enthuſiaſts ; would it not 
argue prudence in us, and is it not our duty 
to repreſent this matter in its proper colours to 
e ? How far a heavy tax on conven- 


ticles, 


. 
ticles, preaching-ſhops, and thoſe who fre- 


quent them, would prevent the dangers we 


C 


are expoſed to, is extremely , worthy the con- 
ſideration and attention of our wiſe and virtu- 
ous ſenate. | 


Ai other matter worthy the attention of the 


legiſlature, and the nation in general, is the 
Nate and number of the poor, who, like. lo- 
| cuſts, ſpread themſelves all. over the land, 
 Fwarm in our ſtreets, and infeſt our ons 


In the city, the doors of gentlemen, | and the 
ſhops of men in buſineſs are eternally beſieg- 


ed and haunted by them. For the honor then 


and credit of our country, for the peace and 


_ eaſe of the people, ſome proviſion ſhould bz 


made for thoſe, our poor fellow creatures, 
Who are ſtrangers to comfort and happineſs— | 
Whilſt thouſands are baſking, and rioting in 


all the luxuries and extravagances of life, 
.thoſe. deplorable victims of poverty crawl 


about, to wound our feelings, : and reproach 
as with our inhumanity. 


I ſubmit it to the conſideration br every un- 
derſtanding man; would it not be a laudable 
and wholſome plan, that every pariſh, both in 


town and country, ſhould be obliged to pro- 
vide for, and maintain their own poor. — This 
in 


« "2. 4 
* ; : 
- w Pay . 
* 


„ 


in firſt place, would prevent many from beg- 
ging, and leading an idle life, who now area 
plague: and burthen to the community; con- 
ſequently, it would reduce the number of 
mendicants. And in ſecond place, the inhabi- 
tants of every pariſh would be able to diſtin- 
cuiſh between ' thoſe that were real objects, 
and thoſe that were not: their charity would 
be properly beſtowed on the one, and the 
others, they could compel to work; and, as 
we are naturally more intereſted in relieving 
the diſtreſſes of thoſe, with whom we have 
been acquainted all our life time, than people 
of whom we had no knowledge before; ſo, 
we ſhould expect, that the inhabitants of the. 
ſeveral pariſhes in the kingdom would more 
chearfully ſupport their own poor, than va- 
gabonds, whom they never ſa before. Nor do I 
imagine it would be neceſſary to put the pub- 
lie in general to the expence of erecting poor- 
houſes, which in time, become ſo many ſources 
of peculation and gain to thoſe, who have the 
management of them. This, perhaps, is one 
of the moſt uſeful, and at the fame time, one 
of the moſt neceſſary plans to be put in prac- 
tice, that we can think of at preſent. The 
patience of the people is worn out ; their feel- 
ings blunted,” and their hearts grown callous ; 
ſo, 0 great is the number of paupers. 

1 When 
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When the morals of the — in any 
country begin to be corrupted, and the diſ- 
tinction between moral good and evil, to be 
removed; nothing remains ſacred, or invio- 
Tate. In proportion as the true ideas of juſ- 

| tiee, faith, and all ſocial virtues are obſcured, 
and their practice neglected, ſocieties become 
ſo many monſters, with whom it is impoſli- 
ble to live with any degree of ſafety or ſatisfac- 
tion. All fear, love, and reſpect for the divinity 
is loſt, or unattended to; and conſequently, 
every reſtraint on paſſions and inordinate ap- 
petites taxen away As a ſtriking inſtance of 
this depravity, we have only to view ſome 
African ſtates, who live in contempt of all 
laws, but thoſe of compulſiop, and neceſſity; 
who trample on every tie of ſocial and moral 
virtue, and ſeem regardleſs of every thing, but 
what immediately contributes to their o.] 
private intereſt, or advantage; to compaſs 
which, they ſtick at nothing.—If ſuch then be 
the depravity of the human mind, when true, 
and juſt notions of the divinity and his attri- 
butes are taken away ; if men infringe on 
every order and law, that is made for the good 
of ſociety, when they loſe ſight of the juſtice, 
love, and fear of God ; what can be of greater 
conſequence to a . than to preſerve thoſe 
notions, 


( 27 ) 
notions, true, diſtinct, and ſacred among men? 
And what, on the other hand, can there be 
more pernicious, and deſtructive to ſociety, _ 
than to allow any cuſtom to be introduced, 
by which the Godhead is inſulted, his holy 
name prophaned, and mens morals, and vir- 
tues proſtituted and corrupted ?—I would here 
be underſtood to ſpeak of the cuſtom of bring- 
ing people to vote at elections, who can have 
no legal right, or pretention whatever; a cuſ-_ 
tom, as baſe, and impolitic, as it is blaſphe- 
mous, and perverſive of the morals of the peo- 
ple ; by this, men are taught to ſport with the 
ſacred and holy name of God; they are en- 
couraged to perjure themſelves in the face of 
their fellow citizens, and forfeit every pre- 
tention to their confidence and efteem ; be- 
ſides, they violate the law, which gives the 
right of voting to men of certain conditions, 
and circumſtances All thoſe reaſons are more 
than ſufficient to alarm all good and virtuous. 
citizens, and induce every free, and indepen- 
dent elector, not to countenance or ſupport 
any men, capable of corrupting their fellow 

citizens, inſulting their religion, or trampling 
. their privileges. 
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Moral evils are never ſo. eaſily remedied, *as 
When taken in their infancy, and when they 
begin to appear; but, if once they take head, 
and infect the maſs of the people, it will be al- 
moſt impoſſible for human means to eradicate 
them; until, like certain diſtempers of the 
human body, their virulence is exhauſted, and 
they then degenerate into ſome other ſpecies 
of malady or diſorder ; thus, one evil propo- 
gates thouſand others, and their fatal effects 
are felt for ages—But, the evil I ſpeak of, is of 
a ſhort ſtanding; we can trace its riſe, pro- 
greſs, and by whom communicated: as we 
therefore know all thoſe circumſtances, it is 
to be ſuppoſed, we will have it perfectly in 
our power, when it begins to rage anew, to 
e for it, and cure it e 


As ſome people find their intereſt in, and | 
live by the weakneſs and infirmity of the hu- 
man body, and by the plagues, and diſtem- 
pers, to which it is incident: ſo do others 
live and thrive by the fevers, and political epi- 
demies of the ſtate ; and what is worſe, they 
ſtudy, not only to leſſen them, but on the 
contrary, multiply the cauſes, and encreaſe 
theix malignancy. 


Political 
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Political incendiaries, who have ever fag- 


gots ready to communicate the flames, and 
extend them; but never water to . their 
rage, and ſtop their progreſs. 


It has been often attempted ; but 1 find to 
no purpoſe, by thoſe who wiſhed well to 
their country, and deſired the proſperity of 


their fellow citizens, tF oblige the Nobility, 


and men of fortune of this kingdom, to be 
Patriots; and as all their rhetorical arguments, 
all their reaſons of policy, expediency, nay 


even, and of neceſſity, could have no effect 


to diſſuade thoſe gentlemen, from leaving 
their country, and ſpending their fortunes in 
foreign kingdoms; they endeavoured to pre- 
vent them, by taxing ſuch as abſented them- 
ſelves, except through neceſſity, and lawful 
motives; but even here, all patriotic efforts 
proved vain, every endeavour to ſerve the 
public, abortive; in every attack, they were 


repulſed; but, for them, Gloriouſly repulſed, 


by the ſuperior artillery of power, faction, 
nobility and fortune. From thoſe einem 
ſtances, which are powerful ones, indeed; 
they retreated with more honor and applauſe, 
than others, after gaining the moſt decided 
victory It can no longer then appear ſtrange, 
it can no longer aſtonith the world, that our 
43 lands 
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lands are uncultivated, the inhabitants of our 


eountry poor, and miſerable, our manufac- 
tories declining for the want of ſupport, and 


foreign goods in ſuch general requeſt amongſt 
us. The cauſe of all thoſe national calami- 
ties originates, for the moſt part, with the 


Nobility and men of capital fortunes ; who, 


| abandoning their min country, like birds of 
paſſage, -paſs over in 
from thence, to France, Germany, Swiſſerland 


ocks, to England, and 


and Itally.—-Now, if we conſider for a mo- 


ment the number of Iriſh fortunes, that are 
yearly ſpent in London, Bath, Brighton, and 
other places of faſhion and public amuſements 


in England: If again, we conſider the vaſt 


ſums of : 20ney, that are expended at Spaw, 
Paris, and in moſt of the other capitals and 
province on the Continent ; for we may well 


ſay, que regio in terra non eſt plena noſtratum, our 


admiration will ceaſe, when our artiſts are 


not as cleaver, and our manufactures as good 
in general, as thcſe of other countries. The 


_ reaſon is evident—Now, let us ſuppoſe thoſe 
immenſe ſums of money, which 'are every 
year ſent abroad, to remain in the kingdom, 


and be there circulated by the noble proprie- 


tors, what a change would it not make on the 

_ face of our country; what ſpirit would it not 
1 9 to our : what n to our 

Por; 
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poor : what conſumption to our manufactu- 


res: what encouragement to our arts; and 
improvement to ſciences ——We ſhould ex- 
perience at home all thoſe national bleſſings 


and advantages, which our noble country- 


men, ſo impolitically, encourage abroad 


We ſhould reap the golden harveſt of induſ- 
try, and plentifully enjoy the many com 


. forts and conveniencies of life, to which the 
greateſt part of the community are ſtrangers. 


Our children would no longer cry for bread, and 
have none to give it them—now they would 
find in the rich, and great, both fathers, and 
friends; they would ſee their hands extended 


to give charity, as well as to encourage in- 


duſtry. The forlorn widdow, and the hun- 


ory orphan would find refuge, and protecti- 
on in their humanity and benevolence El 


. Return then Iriſhmen to your comes once 
more; grace her councils and aſſemblies, 
adorn her ſocieties, encourage her languiſh- 
ing trade, animate: and prop her tottering 
manufactories, ſupport her poor, and ive and 


die in her cheriſhing boſom. 


| But, ſhould you ſtill remain unmoved, 
(which, God forbid ſhould be the caſe,) and 
not liſten to thoſe remonſtrances, or pay at- 
„ 1 „ tention 
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rentlan; to tot urgent reaſons, be 1 
we ha ve ſtill: patriots at home, who -will. — ] 


ceed ; for, right at length muſt prevail; 


have patriots I ſay, at home, who will Saks 57 


a law, as ſhameful, and diſgracing to you, as 


it will be favourable and eee to 
: their an, 


5 -Could I find arguments more e . 
| inLeauyineing, than the love of your coun- 
try, what you owe to your fellow citizens, 
what you owe to. yourſelves, the fear of a diſ- 
graeing law, and the longings of a diſtreſſed 


people ſor-your return, I ſhould urge them ; 


but IJ hope more than ſufficient has been al- 
ready ſaid, to make an impreſſion on noble 
minds, and touch hearts, ſuſceptible of the 

moſt delicate and refined feelings We are 


ſenſible of the honor you reflect on your 
country abroad. Wherever you go, your 


ſpirit, Hoſpitality and courage prove every 


day, that IRISH, are IRISH ftill : But after 


all, you neglect the real intereſt of the ſtate; 
you prefer your own amuſements, and tran- 
ſitory pleaſure, to the ſolid happineſs of ſerv- 


ing your native country. CATO: would, not 
have done ſo. . 
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We have conſidered already many things 
of national importance, and given our can- 
did, and unprejudiced opinion; but, many 
things remain yet, which, if we were to ex- 
amine, and diſcuſs in the extenſive and co- 
pious manner they merit, would require much 
more time than we can afford, and more in- 


formation, than we can acquire at preſent— 


yet, there are matters of as oppreſſive, and 
intereſting a nature as ſome of tlie foregoing, 
which it would be a pity to paſs over in ſilence, 
at a time, ſo critical as this, when we ſhould 
reaſonably hope, that every one, who loves 
his country, will come forward to ſhow him- 
ſelf her friend, and concur in the choice and 
election of good and patriotic men, who are 
for the ſpace of ſeven years, in duty bound, 


to ſupport the intereſt of their eonftituents, 


and maintain the rights of their fellow, ſub- 
jects; and that they muſt ſucceed in the choice 
of ſuch men, is evident; if they have virtue 
enough remaining, to ſacrifice private and 


narrow views; and the paltry intereft of the 
moment, to the future proſperity of their 
country, and their own and poſterities general 
benefit and ad vantage If thoſe · be not mo- 
tives to induce men to ſtem the torrent of eor- 
ruption and bribery going to overflow the 


land: If thoſe be not ſufficient reaſons for men 
0 SETS 


( 340 
10 diſappoint court-ſycophants, and deſpiſe 
\ - their. baſe preſents.: time danaos, etiam dona 
Ferentes ; If, I ſay, all thoſe be not motives ſufſ- 
ficiently powerful to bring us to a due ſenſe, of 
what we owe to our country, and to ourſelves; 
let vice prevail over virtue; let ſelf-intereſt 
and corruption triumph over patriotiſm and 
ee in fine let us 1 * lla ves. 


But all our T complaints, are vain, all our ef- 
forts uſeleſs, all our fine projects of induſtry 
and economy, puerile, and vague, whilſt we 
remain a prey to foreign Harries, who con- 

ſume our treaſures, and pick the fleſh off our 

very bohes. Whilſt miniſters can provide at 

Vill for their friends and minions, and give 
them profuſely out of our coffers, we may de- 
ſpair of ever being rich or independent. Our 
ſituation is a thouſand times worſe than that 
i of Roman provinces; which were generally 
Ntaxed, and plundered by one queſtor at a 
time; but we have many, who ſuck our blood, 
und fatten on it in a foreign land; and thoſe 
too, men, whom we never ſaw, men whom 
we never heard of, and men, of whoſe preten- 
tions to our property, we are totally ignorant; 

: Nu fie Velo ho ic * it muſt be 15 
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Here is a ſition, the more irkſome, as: R 


may be remedied, in a great meaſure, if all 
our countrymen in the ſenate were our friends. 
Ve ſhould never repine or murmur, if penli- 


ons were given on our eſtabliſſtment, to men 
of diſtinguiſhed merit, who expoſed their lives 
in defence of their country, and were ative 


in cruſhing the combined powers of our ene- 
mies, and promoting the intereſt of their fel-⸗ 
low citizens, at the riſque of their own lives. 


Thoſe are Tit:es, thofe are pretentions, as Slo- : 


rious and honorable, as they are reaſonable, 


and juſt. Where is the Iriſhman, whoſe heart N 
would not pant with joy, to recompentſe the 


| ſervices of thoſe, who, during the laſt war, 
performed wonders of valour in all parts of 
the globe, and returned home crowned withe * 
laurels, after fighting the battles of their coun- 
try, and extending her glory far and near! 8 


When G and 3 ralſed monuments 


to the honor and memory of thoſe, who de- 


ſerved well of the republic ; when they loaded 
them with every mark of diſtindtion, that 
could flatter human pride, and excite a gene- 
rous emulation in others, to love and ſerve 
their country ; ſhall we, participating of the 
honors, and enjoying the bleſſings procured 
us by our brave countrymen, grudge to give 
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them a ſmall ſhare. of our qty to Gaze 
port, with dignity and eaſe, the remainder of 
a life, fpent, and exhauſted in the honorable. 


cauſe, and glorious defence of their country 


and friends; ſurely not ? We know the value 


of tranſcendent virtue to well; we know hat 


we owe'thoſe who ſaved us from our enemies, 
not to wiſh to ſhare with them to the laſt— 
but, it is merit only we wiſh. to encourage, it 
is true patriotiſm and virtue we deſire to re- 


compenſe of this we have given one of the 
moſt ſtriking inſtances, a few years back, that 
modern ages can produce; we voted one of 


the repreſentatives of the people, a reward, 
as ample, and honorable, as it was juſt, and 
merited; . a proof, that we love virtue, and 
are ever ready. t to encourage and recompenſe 


merit; but to permit us to be the dupes of 
men, Who can have neither pretention to vir- 


tue, or merit, is an unpardonable fault in 
thoſe, who have i in their . to pre- 0 
vent it. 
1 
TO ſupport _ maintain. with our reve- 


| nues thoſe, who have no other recommenda- 


tion, but to divert Kings, dance attendance 
on men in power, and flatter their vanity, is 
intollerable, to a degree: But, if this muſt be 


the caſe ; if it. be our lot to toil for others, 
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and maintain them in princely fiite and royal | 


magnificence, at a time, when Kings and Em- 


Perors are ſelling their plate and jewels to. 
| aſſiſt their country in diſtreſs, and alleviate, as 


much as poffible, the miſeries of their people; 5 
let us have the ſatisfaction, (a poor ſatisfac- 


„ 


tion J muſt. confeſs) of having thoſe, ſums 


ſpent in the country: Let us have the pleaſure 
of ſeeing thoſe Gentlemen, whom we have the 
bonor of maintaining. The leaſt they can do, 

in return for all our civilities, is to lay out 


thoſe penſions in our country, and circulate - 
them amongſt thoſe millions, who part with 
them ſo freely. Let them conſume our pro- : 


viſions, uſe our manufactures, become. reſi- * 


dents in the kingdom, and we ſhall bear the 
burthen with more patience, and be, in ſome 
manner, compenſated for our loſſes: But, if 
things continue to go on, as they have hi- 
therto, and our monies carried every day. out 


of the country, to be ſpent in England, and 


elſewhere by the deſcription. of men above a 
mentioned; we muſt abandon every idea. of 
hope; loſe every confidence in. Miniſters and 
Parliament; and ſubmit with perfect reſigna- | 


tion, to the will of thoſe, who ean. ea the 
Ev. AY 
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You brave and virtuous men, who are the 
guardians of our liberties, and in whom the 
people can have any reaſonable confidence, | 
or from whoſe exertions, they have a right to 


hope for a removal of thoſe,evils they tabour 


under, exert yourſelves in their behalf, and 


feel, as you ought to do, for the ſufferings _ 


and oppreſſions of your friends and fellow- 


citizens. Much has been already done, but 


much more remains ſtill undone. In this 


Parliament, ſome warm debates ha ve paſſed, 
ſome important queſtions agitated, and ſome 
advantages gained for the people. Their 
. Repreſentatives have been more faithful in 
| general, and more ſenſible of their duty, than 


in any other preceding Parliament, time im- 


memorial; and their lauable efforts, and good 


intentions were timely ſeconded by the im- 


mortal Volunteers, whoſe name will be ſacred, 
and memory revered in this kingdom, whillt 
the natives have any thing to fear, or 0 
hope.” The free trade, and many other con- 
ceſſions, which the proſtrate Lion was obliged 
to make, will be ſo many monuments in the 
hiſtory of their country, to record their ſpirit,.. 
courage and induſtry; and to ſhew future 
generations, that the people muſt have a 
greater dependance on their own prudence, 
virtue, unanimity, and internal power, than 


on the juſtice and mercy of 8 rules. 
N . 


1 


„ 

It is allowed by every one, who has a ſuffi- 
_ cient knowledge of our ſyſtem of govern- 
ment, that whilſt the three branches of the 
Legiſlature remain independent, one of the 


other, and in a certain gui ibrium, our con- 
ſtitution muſt remain perfect and entire: 


But, if once the ſcale be turned, and one * 
the branches preponderates; all is loſt. If 


the Commons, for example, ſhould get the 


ſuperiority, (of which there is little fear from 


the actual complexion of things) our govern- 
ment would immediately degenerate into a 
democracy, and both King and Nobles would 
experience . the inſulting ſuperiority of the 
people, who. are ever defirous of bringing 
every thing to their own level, and making 
no diſtinction, but what nature has made. 


How far this equality of mankind is practi- 


cable in any large ard poliſhed Society, I 
 Thall not take upon me to examine; it has 


been already conſidered and diſcuſſed by ſome 
of the moſt philoſophic ard enlightened 


men that this age has produced ; but, with 
what degree of ſucceſs, I leave the public to 


determine. One thing, however, I would 


obſerve ; that as there have been few: cr no 
inſtances of States, or any conſiderable Ccm- 
munities exiſting at any time in this perfect 
equality we are ſpeaking of; ſo we may con- 
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A with great 1 that men never 
thought it very -pradticable, however ſpe- 
cious and feafible in theory and ſpecula- 
But, however great the anarchy, and, 
however numerous the evils, that muſt pre- 
vail in the State, if the Commons ſhould 
_ the aſcendancy over the King and 
rds; yet it would be infinitely worſe, in 
my humble opinion, if the latter could Lord 
it over King and People. It is then, indeed, 
we would experience all thoſe calamities, 
Which are inſeperable from ariſtocratical go- 
vernments. The people would ſink into the 
moſt wretched and abje&t State. They muft 
be, what they have formerly been in thoſe 
countries, or what | they are now in Rufſia, 
and Poland; where the tenantry of the dit- 
ferent Lords, are conſidered as a real property, 
and ſold, transferred and exchanged by their 
en like * _ COWS and horſes. . i 


8 a State is as diſmal _ Wehe as 

x at is contrary to the laws of nature and rea- 
ſon. Men in ſuch circumſtances loſe almoſt 
every notion of their own dignity, natural 
rights, and privileges; and degenerate into a 
Slate, not far ware dor to that of the brute 
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creation. But this is only a part of the Scenes 


The Nobles, having trampled on, and an- 
nihilated the rights of the people, will na» 


| turally vie, and firuggle with each other 


about power and precedency. They will be 
eternally involved in domeſtic broils and 
civil wars, which will terminate with the 
deſtruction and extirpation of e — 
the exaltation oe one or few. kT | 


If we examine the: antient hiſtory of every 


— country in Europe, we will ſee what deſola- 


tion, and fatal conſequences. attended ſuch 
governments. If we only read the hiſtory of 


our own country, we will find what blood 


has been ſpilled, and barbarous cruelties ex- 


| erciſed by the Lords, or petty Sovereigns of 


the different provinces, one upon another. 
To call to mind ſuch tragic ſcenes, and tefle& 
on ſuch times, muſt ſtir up the feelings of 


every man, and excite in hig ſoul an utter 
abhorrence of ſimilar governments; and the 


more ſo in the hearts of Itiſhmen, as they 
have occaſioned misfortunes and calamities, 
which are ſorely felt in this country by 
thouſands,” until this very day. Such a pic- 
ture in fine, muſt make 'every man execrate 
"the idea of -a government, where; if there be 


2 a King, he becomes a mere Cypher ; Where 
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the people are ſlaves, and the ſla ves of many; 
and where, in ſhort, men are ſtrangers to all 
peace and real happinels. This is only a 
| Aight ſketch, and faint idea of what muſt, in 
| all, probability, happen, were the Lords to 
1 prevail over the King and people in this 
Country. It muſt be the buſineſs. then of 
| the guardians of our liberties, , and the 
* Protectors of the people, to ſee, and be 
| ever watchful, that the Nobles do not obtain 
uch influence and power, as to enable them 
to encroach upon our ene and OTE 8 
overſet our conſtitution. Ame / 2 ; 


t 


by 


"Canfidering, however the a Gtuation 
of affairs, and the turn things have taken 
| ſince the revolution, we have little to fear 
9955 from the power and influence of the Nobles, 
and much leſs from that of the people, re- 
garding any change, or innovation in the 
0 conſtitution, for, the one ſeems more diſ- 
poſed to faygur, and promote kingly power, 
and miniſterial influence than their own; and 
the others are more intent on preſerving the 
liberties and rights of the people, entiro, and 
inviolate, than on encroaching. on them of 
others. And, could we ſay as much of the 
Power and influence of the Crown, which ex- 
| ends itſelf to the 0 Spiritual and Tempo- 


ral, 


6 


ral, ey even, to the FOI of he B 
people, we may flatter-ourſelves with a long 
continuance: of thoſe bleſſings, which out 
anceſtors enjoyed for many years; and which 
we ourſelves have not been entirely ſtrangers 
to. But the influence of the Crown, latterly, 
begins to make rapid ſtrides, and carry all 
her mea ſures in both Houſes with almoſt in- 
controllable way. Miniſters begin to harden 
themſelves againſt the cry and general ſenſe of 
the people. They now ſapport their intereſt, 
and carry their projects into execution withe 
the aid, and concurrence of the greateſt part 
of the Commons, whom they find means to 
bribe and corrupt by various ways. Such is 
the /pirit and virtue of thoſe, who are at the _ | 
head of affairs in our days! This is the Repre- © | 
ſentation of the people And ſuch are the men. 
who dare ſay, they ſupport the intereſt of their 4 
Co".ſtituents, and do jufice to their Country? | 
As for the Lords, we may well {| uppoſe, that, 
for the moſt part, they will ever maintain 
and back the intereſt and pretentions of the 
Crown: It muſt be fo, when they are the 
creatures of the Crown, and for ever receiv-. 
ing marks of the Royal patronage and favour. 
Thoſe are the Angels of Kings, who are ever 
around the Throne, waiting for the com- 
mands of their Lord and Maſter: And if any 
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of. then ſhould fall, others are created. to 


ſupply their places; to ſing Hallgluias, and fay > 


Amen to the decrees and will of their Creator. 
This is a prerogative of the Crown by which 
the acquires that decided ſuperiority, and in- 


fluence in the Houſe of Lords. To this ſup- 
fupport of the ſecular Lords in favour of 
regal power, and miniſterial meaſures, we 
may add that of the Biſhops, who, very few 
excepted, always give their moſt warm ſup- 
port to the influence and pretentions of the 
Crown; but through what motives, I ſhall not 
take upon myſelf to ſay. Let their motives, 
however, be what they may, we ſhould be 


glad to ſee ſome of them at times, devide in 
; favour of their beſt friends, the people; it would, 


if not-ſerve thoſe, be much to their own cre- 


dit and popularity. The preſent Biſhop of 
Landaff, as able a Politician, as he is an Orator 


and Divine, in his letter to the Arch-biſhop of 


Canterbury, written in the year 1782, touches 


upon this ſubje c, and points out the manner 
by which the Biſhops may be made more in- 

dependent of the Crown; and conſequently, 
lels expoſed to her influence. It were to be 
wiſhed this reform had taken place, both in 


England and Ireland ; it would be productive 


of all the ſalutary effects this learned Prelate 
indicates. 


To 
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"To this fatal and ill-judgil fuphgtt of the 


majority of both houſes of parliament to the 
meaſures of miniſters, may be attributed moſt 


of the diſaſters, and loſſes, that have befallen 


this country, fincs the commencement of the 
troubles in North Anerica. The loſs of vaſt 
territories ; and the much greater loſs of many 


thouſands of our brave fellow citizens ; the 
accumulation of an enormous national debt, 


with many other calamities, both private and 
public, are the conſequences of the too great- 
N of miniſters 1 in our ſenate. ; 


Now, every one n en tk this ex- 


err en influence, chiefly proceeds from 
the power, which the King has of creating 


Peers at diſcretion; and the vaſt number of 


boroughs dependent on the Crown. Thoſe are 
the two infallible ſupports of regal ſway, and 
miniſterial power; which, as long as they 


continue; (and, God grant, they do not con- 
tinue to encreaſe) thoſe great and ſtrenous ad- 


vocates for the people will dechim, and argue 
to little purpoſe—When a plurality of filent 
votes are ſufficient to decide the queſtion in 


favour of the miniſter, the moſt zealous ſtick- 


lers for Liberty, and the FI of the W 
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We ſee then, from what has 3 ſaid alrea- 
dy; and every one in the nation muſt know 
| from his own experience, that the influence 
| of the Crown, is grown to an alarming height ; 

| and that, in proportion as it augments, the 
5 authority, and conſequence of the two other 
branches of the Legiſlature muſt decline, 
and fall.—In ſo critical and perilous a fitua- 
tion then; in a matter of the laſt moment, 
which concerns every ſingle perſon, from the 
very laſt to the very firſt in the ſtate; I ſee no 
remedy, no poſſibility of avoiding the im- : 
pending danger, but one; and that is, the de- 
ſtroying of Rotten Boroughs, and rendering the 
Repreſentation. of the people more Equal. and 
Independent, By thoſe means the repreſenta» 
tives of the people will be all free and unbia- 
ſed in their opinions; they will give their votes 
according to their own ſentiments, and not 
according to the will and deſire of others; by 
this, and no other mean, will the people re- 
cover that Right, which they are loſing this 
long time; and which, ere long, muſt ſhake 
the foundation of our conſtitution, if not re- 
Nored—But, it may be alledged with ſome 
degree of plauſibility, that in this caſe, mini- 
ſters would be dictated to, by the people; but, 
of this there ſeems to be little fear, whilſt the 
Jung has the * of ereating Peers, and the 
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Franting places ans penſions. That the houſe 
of Commons will ever be able to act in an ar- 


bitrary manner, or over-rule the good inten- 


tions of the miniſtry, does not at all appear 
probable, from what has been already ſaid. 


„ Beſides ; Z if We cobſider; that the commons, 
both of England and Ireland, are the moſt re- 
ſpectable, opulent and enlightened men that 
ever aſſembled in any country; our appreher 


ſions ſhould ceaſe for any injury the country | 


is ever likely to ſuffer from their combination 


or oppoſition to the Crown or miniſter. Men, 
who ſee, in as clear a point of view, as they Us, 


their own intereſt, and that of their country ; 


the bleflings of a free conſtitution, and the ad- 


| - vantages'of liberty, will never be the firſtꝭ to 
ſubvert and deſtroy them. Having every 
reaſon then, to be ſecure on this head ; and 
baving every confidence in the underſtanding, 
loyalty and patriotiſm of a wiſe and enligh- 


tened body of men; we can with ſafet e 
them with our liberties, and requ 


dur proſperity and happineſs. And could e 
have the fame aſſurances,” that the good diſ- 


poſition, and fight intentions of our Aughſt 


' Soverelt gn were never to be biaſed, or pre- 
ä * * "who ſurround Hm; do, 
| could 


re from 
them every exert ion, that is conducive” to 
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could * nothing to fear for our Liberties, 
from ſo good and great a King, whoſe ſole 
ambition has ever appeared to. be, to rule over 
a Free and Happy people; to reign in the hearts 
of his faithful ſubjects, and beloved, not fear- 
ed by them. The ſpirit of philoſophy, mo- 
deration, and paternal tenderneſs, which e 
has ſhown on every occaſion, during a long 
and glorious reign, to his beloved people, will 
eternize his memory, and hand him doun to 
poſterity as an example for Kings and Princes. 
The indulgence, which he has ſhown to ſome 
of his ſubjects, who, on former occaſions, 
have been bitter enemies to his family and 
their juſt pretentions, will be an everlaſting 
monument of his generoſity and tolleration— 
In a word, he ſeems to have caught, in a ſu- 
. preme degree, the ſpirit of the times; and 
not to cede to. Pruſſia, Auſtria, or Burbon, in 
philantrophy, and the deſire of ſeeing all men, 
enlightened, and happy —And this noble and 
generous ſpirit, which has actuated the breafts 
of all thoſe of the Brunſwic family, that have 
ruled over us, is poſſeſſed, in an unbounded 
degree, by the Prince, who is deſtined, we 
hope, by providence to mount the Throne of 
Great Britain. Who has not heard of his mag- 
nanimity, affability, and good nature? Who 
- bas not heard of his ener liberality to * 
o 
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; of Feulas and merit, whom he fabponts: and 
patronizes, in ſovereign contempt of low ca- 
lumny, and the endeavours of the creatures 
of men in high power, to blacken thoſe diſs 
tinguiſhed and great characters? What muſt 
not a free and brave nation expect from a 
5 Prince, who is renowned for the goodneſs of | 
his heart, and his activity in taking part up- | 
dn every occaſion with the friends of the peo» ; 
ple? Who has often come forward to oppoſe | 
the ſelfiſh views of miniſters, and ſtop their 
wicked attempts on the Sacred liberties of his 
country. | 


- 


Such, and ſuch He is - this ca e Wr 
is fit to wear the crown of Great Britain and | 
Ireland. Such is the character that is worthy 
to govern a free and generous people. Were | 

 wethen ſure, that the councils of our beloved — 

Monarch, were not ruled by a few of his ſub- | 
zects, we ſhould have little cauſe to complain ; j 7 

but, as the contrary appears too evidently to 
be the caſe; we ſhould; at this critical mo- 
ment, call for an abolition of boroughs, which | 
are ſo many fortreſſes erected againſt our liber- | 
ties and real happineſs. Now is the time to | 
Plead our cauſe, and appeal to the breaſt of 
Og! and all our fellow citizens. I 
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: Grauine Liberty never ſtood, where there 
was bribery, corruption and private influence. 
The freedom and happineſs of the people, were 


never compatible with ſuch practices Let 


ſuch cuſtoms then, introduced and incouraged 
by men who want to keep themſelves in pow- 


er, in oppoſition to the ſenſe of the people, ä 
deſtroyed Let juſtice take place, and mini- 


ſterial e be for ever e 


All men, Who conform to the laws, | and 
promote the intereſt of the eſtabliſhed religion, 


and that of the ſtate, have a right to be repre- 


ſented in parliament ; and conſequently, have 
a natural and undeniable right to give their 


voice to the men they think moſt worthy of 
their truſt and confidence. An qual repreſen- 


tation of the people, is as juſt, and agreeable. 


to the principles of our conſtitution, as it is 


neceſſary and expedient at the preſent. 


Such a reform muſt neceſſarily produce 
the moſt ſalutary effects to the conſtitution 


and people. Beſides the many other advan- 


tages that muſt reſult from it ; thoſe emmenſe 
ſums, which are voted for ſecret ſervices, would 
remain in the treaſury, and be expended to 
better purpoſe, when neceſſity would require 
it, than 1 in en men to vote againſt the 

8 | . Tenſe 


. 


fonts and 1 of their conſtituents. Now 
the commons, as they would have nothing to 


fear or to expect from miniſters, would, of 


_ courſe, devide freely and impartially ; - and - 
ſupport miniſters and people, as they judged N 


the intereſt of the country required | it. 


All earthly things. being, in their own na- 


ture, periſhable, and in a perpetual change; 


we cannot be ſurpriſed, that laws and inſtitu- 
tions made for the good of ſocieties, ſnould 
participate of this genera] diſorder and cor- 


ruption. The experience of nations, the wiſ- 


dom of Legiſlators, and all the precautions 5 
taken by thoſe, who are ſuppoſed to watch 
over public virtue and morals, are not ſuffici- 
ent to guard againſt thoſe evils, that are at- 


tendant eon our nature, and the effects of our 
paſſions and bell tes. | 


However virtuous men may be when they 


ſhake off the yoke of ſlavery; and however de- 
vinely inſpired/ to obſerve religiouſly the laws 


of juſtice, faith, and univerſal benevolence ; 
yet, this 1s the enthuſiaſm of a moment. They 
ſoon forget what paſſed : Their fears and ap- 
prehenſions diſappear. , The general danger 


n longer keeps them attached to the general 


intereſt—They begin to fee what immediately 
11 On 
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concerns themſelves through a medium, diffe-. 


rent from that of the _public's ; and conſe- 


quently, ſink into all the narrow and ſelfiſh. 


views, that prefer private, to public ; parti- 


cular, to general intereſt and proſperity Here 
an encroachment is made on the rights and 1 
privileges of mankind The laws, that were 

collected, compiled and reviſed, with ſo much 

care 1 induſtry, are infringed upon, or 
evaded Every one begins to act for himſelf; 
and gradges every thing to the ſtate; and, 
whatever is collected for the ſupport and de- 


fence of the country, is extorted; as if every 


one thought, he had only a right to provide 
for himſelf and family, and let the ſtate take , 


care of itſelf: much however, depends, both . 


on the legiſlative and executive powers; in 
ſeeing that the laws be juſt and moderate; 


- 


that they be general and impartial, ; that their, 
object be ever the public good, and not the 


Intereſt of individuals and parties. Such be- 


ing the ſpirit of the laws, their execution; will 
not be difficult. The executive power will, 


_ enforce them with the more eaſe; as their ten- 
COP with appear good ; and their effects ne- 


— 


With attention to 8 laws, that 3 
ſttances of che erke f and the ſpirit of the 
Og times * 


e 

times; Empires ot States, that have been he 
but alas! Are now no. more; may be ſtill 
mighty, and great. And thoſe Kingdoms and, 
Republics, which, for ſome ages, have been 
vigorous and . flouriſhing, are now moulder- 
ing, and decaying, through inattention.. to. 
their conſtitutions, and for want of curing 
the diſorders, they occaſionally fell into. The; 
body politic may be juſtly compared to the 
human, that falls a victim to the virulence of 
a diſtemper; which being neglected from the 
beginning, becomes at length ſo aste Sy 
to baffle all the art of phyſic. | 


When we reflect then on thoſe diſorders 
and ſtate-ſickneſſes, which have been the : 
deſtruction of the . greateſt monarchies, and 
the death of the ſaundeſt politic-conſtitutions; , 
muſt we not be alarmed for the health and 
ſafety of our own.? How great ought our 
fears to be, and hoy/ juſt our apprehenſions- 
when we ſee ſymptoms of a very bad and ma- 
lignant nature appear in our on conſtitu- 
tion; ſympthoms, which if we obſer ved in. 
another ſtate, would. immediately decide our. 
judgement, and make us pronounce the dread- 
ful ſentance. Now then is not the time for 
us to fall aſleep, when all. Europe begins ta 
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faſm and zeal, es: once fired the breaſts 73 


our anceſtors, and ſtimulated them on to 
glorious and immortal deeds: When others 


muſt lay the foundations in blood, and raiſe a 


coſtly, and expenſive fabric; we need 8 
examine ours, and repair ſome parts, which 
have ſuffered from time, and fallen into that 
ſtate of corruption, to which all human inſti- 
tutions are ſubject. And when others muſt be 
ſatisfied to make great ſacrifices before they 
are able to fix their government, and bring it 
to a ſtate. of perfection and ſecurity ; we, 
having paſſed already through thoſe trying 
ſcenes, . will not be retarded in our carreer of 


| proſperity and ſucceſs ; We need only ſtop a 
moment to repair thoſe parts, and mend ſome, 


breaches, that have been made by the ravages. 
of time, and the revolutions it brings along 
with it. The preſent generation will admire. 
our prudence and wiſdom. Poſterity will 
find we are the only people, who are recorded 
to have taken upon them, to reviſe and cor- 
rect themſelves. This will be an honor and 
glory, as ſignal and great, as it is uſeful and 
neceſſary. Our love for our country will 
triumph over our private views and ſelf-in- | 
tereſt ; our judgement, and good ſenſe, over 
our vanity and pride. The effects of ſuch 
e and the abolition of the abuſes in” 


TY ; ' | 
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our. conſtitution, will prove as good and 
ſalutary, as they are now requiſite, and in- 
deſpenſable. Oh! Happy thoſe men, who are 

to bring about this reformation, and effect the 
renovation of their conſtitution and govern- 

ment: And a thouſand times happy thoſe, 
who are to enjoy the ſweets of pure Liberty, 
v ithout imbruing their hands in the kindred. 
blood of their fellow- citizens and friends. Li- 


berty purchaſed at this __ is dearly Pure 
chaſed indeed. | 


Ve Kings, and men in power, who are ap- 
pointed by the wiſe decrees of providence, 
to rule and govern your people in modera- 
tion and equity ; you, who are the depoſitaries 
of men's liberties, and every thing they hold 

dear and facred, attend to the ſenſe of your _ 
people; redreſs their grievances ; 3 alleviate 
their misfortunes ; ſooth their cares; and co- 
operate with them in every thing, that may 
enſure their happineſs, and that of their 
lateſt poſterity. Acquit yourſelves impartial 
ly of the important truſt, which hath been put 


into your hands; and forget yourſelves, to 


ſerve your country, and to be remembered by 
future generations. Let your names and me- 
mory be as ſacred, and revered, as thoſe of 
others have been, and are ſtill, deteſted and 


execrated. 
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Execrated. Content yourſelves with the mo- 
derate enjoyment of the pleaſures of this life, 
and kindly ſhare with thoſe, who look up to 
you for pity, and ſupport—prefer not the ex- 
ceſſive gratification of your own appetites, 
to the benevolent and humane ſuccour of 
| thoſe, WhO have no other reſource under 
Heaven, but you. But; were I to dwell on 
this ſubject as my inclination leads me, J 
ſhould: ſwell this work beyond the limits. I 
Purpoſed. My zeal for the welfare of this 
country has led me, from the beginning,” to 
take up many ſubjects, which appeared to me. 
of the laſt: moment and conſequence to the- 
Nation: But I have touched on them, not fo 
much with a view of diſeuſſing them 
thoroughly, and entering into their merit; 
(te which I muſt confeſs I feel myſelf perfectly 
ina dequate) but that I may draw the attention 
of the public, at this critical juncture of af- 
fairs, to their own intereſt, and to what inti- 
mately concerns them; and, at the ſame 
time, that my feeble attempts may rouſe a 
generous: and laudable emulation in men, 
who have an -extenfive knowledge of the 


ituation and intereſt of their country, to take 


up this matter, in a manner worthy the eauſe, I 
and their: oun able 
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Senius and talents have never been ſo well, 
or happily employed, as on what relates to 
ones own country, and the proſperity of his 
fellow-citizens—ſuch purſuits have been ever 
the ſpring, that put the greateſt ſtateſmen» 
and patriots in motion; and gained them that 
. applauſe and rank amongſt their countrymen, 
which are due to great and good men. To 
DESERVE WELL OF ONES COUNTRY, is 
the moit noble and honourable MOTTO, that 
tuman ambition can wiſh for, or deſerve. | 


| Until every Cords: of virtue is extinguiſhed 

in the human breaſt ; and until there remains 
no. diſtinction between good and evil; men 
will be deſirous of rendering ſervices to their 
fellow- citizens, however ungreatful, they may 
ſome times prove to them. Satisfied with the 
conſciouſneſs of doing good; and recompenſ- 
ed with the teſtimony, and applauſe of his 
own mind, a man of true virtue, and ſound 
philoſophy, will never deſiſt from what he 
thinks his duty; and to which his nature im- 
pels: him, in defiance of . hal conternpt of 
prejudice. 


' Whenever there 18 queſtion of promoting | 
the intereſt and proſperity of our country: 


of Preſervi ng Our — pure and uncor- 
| H rupted ; 
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Tupted;” and of aſſerting the rights and 


Privileges of our fellow ſubjects; the pre- 


judice of ſome, the anger of parties and fac- 


tions, the frowns of Kings, nor the diſpleaſure 
of miniſters, ſhould never weigh in the ſcale, 
or induce us to ſuppreſs our real ſentiments, 
and connive at abuſes, impoſitions, and mal- 
practices. 1 


Unconnected with all party; and diveſted 
of all prejudice, malice and reſentment ; I 
flatter myſelf, that, what I here lay before the 


public, will be conſidered as proceeding from 
the beſt of motives; ſuch as I have already 
Hinted. Although I have been as ſevere as 


truth would admit, on ſome people; yet, it 


has been on the Corps, not on the individual; 
it has been on the errors, follies, and ſuperſti- 
tions of communities, not on thoſe of any one 
ſingle perſon. Having therefore, acquited my- 
ſelf, in the beſt manner I have been able, of 


my duty towards my country and fellow-citi- 
Zens ; I ſhall not treſpaſs much longer on the 
patience of the public; fatisfied that thoſe 
matters will be canvaſſed, and laid before 


them in a ſhort time; as I wiſh they may, by 


thoſe, who have ee and abilities 


adequate to the taſk, 


x 
But, 
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But, befote I conclude, I ſhall congratulate: 
the public in general, and my fellow-citizens 
in particular, on the ſpirit and patriotiſm of 

the Fares AND INDEPENDENT ELECTORS or THE 
CiTy or Cork, who in imitation of their vir- 
tuous forefathers, regardleſs of numbers, and 
in ſovereign contempt of Bribery, and Corruę- 
tion, ſet up the ſtandard of liberty for all Foes 
and Viriuous citizens to reſort thither, and en- 
rol themſelves under the /acred banners of I- 
BERTY and INDEPENDANCE. 


When the ſpirit of life and health circulates 
freely, and animates the extremities, we ſhould 
5 expect * that the center, and nobler parts, 
are ſound and in full vigour. Let this heat 
then of Patriotiſm, and this life of Freedom 
and Independence, which animate the extre- 
mities and remoter parts of our country, dif- 
fuſe themſelves freely, and pats to the heart. 
Let this devine enthuſiaſm of Liberty catch 
the breaſt, and fire the ſoul of every citizen 
may every individual feel for the intereſt and 
welfare of the country, as he does for himſelf 
may he not be blind to the intereſt of poſ- 
terity, by too great a regard to his o-. 
Were we to reflect a moment, that our proſp e- 
rity, and that of thoſe, Who are to ſucceed us, 
— as choice of men, capable of doing 
| H 2 heir 


their country juſtice, we would not heſitate 
an inſtant to reprobate thoſe ideas, that at- 
tach us to our on narrow views, and ſhake 
off every reſtraint and ſhackle put upon us by 
inſinuating and flattering courtiers, on a cloſe 
inſpection of whoſe character, we would find 
them beſtowing favours on a few, and decetv- 
ing many, promiſing wonders, and perform- 
my trifles. | | 


The conduct of the 1 and eee 
Electors of the City of Cork, ſhould be an 

example to all other cities and counties in the 
kingdom. Their zeal for the public wea! 
ſhould rouſe every man of ſpirit in the nation 
to ſimilar efforts. Their choice of a man 
diſtinguiſhed for his abilities, fortune, inde- 
pendent ſpirit, and love of his country, 1s 
worthy of imitation. When ſuch men, (and 
many ſuch there are among us) called upon 
by their fellow-citizens to defend their inter- 
eſts and guard the liberties of their country, 
condeſcend to quit all the ſweets and pleaſures 
of a private lite, and chearfully undergo the 
toils and fatigues of a buſy and public. ca- 
reer, what may we not expect ? When men, 
who ſpend their time in the practice of virtue, 
the ſtudy of philoſophy, and the laws of 
their co untry, take an active part in the 
cauſe 


eauſe of their fellow - ſubjects, what may we. 

we not hope for? When men of talents, pro- 
bity and integrity, ſtand forth Champions for 
the rights of the people, and the defenders of 
every thing precious and dear to them, then 


indeed, may they reaſonably expect a return 
of WE A 0's exe; and cui. * 
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Unanimity onal the 1 EN in- 
tegrity in their Repreſentatives, will riſe ſu- 
periour to all faction, and jealous oppoſi- 
tion from abroad. Their exertions and in- 
fluence muſt prevail, and remove every 
obſtacle intended to Sheet their balken 
and ſucceſs. | * 


Lou then, who have 1 1 
every honeſt and patriotic principle, proceed 
and proſper. You, who clearly ſee the ad- 

Vantage of being repreſented by men of ge- 
nius, probity and fortune, do not ceaſe to 
animate your fſellow-citizens, and lay before 
them the advantage and conſequence of ar- 
ranging themſelves on your fide. Repreſent 
to them, in ſtriking colours, the difference be- 
. tween, men who are dependant on the Crown, 


and men, who ſatisfied with their own ſolid for- 


tune, reject all offers made to the prejudice 
of their country, and the detriment of her 
2X real 
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real Hifereſt<paitit to them tze inf gnificancy 
of temporary” rewards, when compared to 
zeneral intereſt, and permanent advantages. 
chort them to einbark with you . in a good 
| cauſe, in the beſt of cauſes, in the cauſe of 
their country—lay before their eyes the ne- 
ceſſity, the abſolute and indiſpenſiable ne- 
ceſſity, of getting a majority of patriotic 
men in Parliament, to- reform the many 
abuſes that have crept in amongſt us, and 
to. encourage, protect and extend, our trade 
and fnanufactures; having done this, you 
will have done your duty, and acquitted 
yourſelves with honor of what you owe 
to your country, your fellow-citizen,' and 


e 
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